Woman's  Missionary  Council,  M.  E,  Church,  South,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


j I 

-aj 

Junior  Division  Foreign  Special,  1914 

)r 

J (girls’  i>rl|0ol,  Itn  bt  Jatmra,  Irakli 

f0  Twenty-Five  Thousand  Dollars  the  Goal 


(Utrls’  ^dtnnl,  Etn  be  Sandro,  Ira^U 


BY  MARIA  LAYNG  GIBSON. 


Juniors,  how  long  would  it  take  you  to  count  one  million?  A long  time,  would 
it  not?  Well,  then,  you  have  some  idea  of  the  number  of  people  living  in  the 
beautiful  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  where  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Council 
expects  to  buy  property  for  an  American  school  for  girls.  One  million  people 
live  in  Rio,  and  it  is  the  most  beautiful  city  in  the  world.  Maybe  some  of  you 
are  thinking,  “Why  should  we  Juniors  give  our  money  to  build  a school  in  Rio?”' 
and  this  leaflet  is  written  to  answer  your  question. 


VIEW  OF  RIO  DE  JANEIRO  AND  BAY  OF  BOTAFOGO. 


You  love  your  Bible,  do  you  not?  The  children  in  Rio  are  not  allowed  to  read 
the  Bible.  Their  Church  forbids  them  to  own  even  a Testament,  and  they  never 
Hear  the  BTble  read  except  by  the  priest. 

The  children  in  Rio  know  nothing  of  the  risen  Christ.  They  think  of  Jesus 
either  as  a baby  in  his  mother’s  arms  or  as  the  dead  Christ  with  the  marks  of  the 
cruel  nails  on  his  hands  and  feet,  and  they  are  taught  to  worship  his  mother,  the 
Virgin  Mary,  as  though  she  were  God. 

You  know  the  Ten  Commandments.  The  second  commandment  forbids  peo- 
ple to  make  images  or  to  bow  down  and  worship  them.  The  churches  in  Rio  are 
filled  with  images  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  saints,  and  children  there  are  taught 
to  kneel  and  worship  them  and  to  pray  to  them  and  to  expect  them  to  hear 
and  answer  their  prayers.  Children  wear  little  images  around  their  necks  which 
they  kiss  many  times  every  day  to  gain  special  blessings.  People  hang  pictures 
of  saints  on  poles  in  the  yard  to  keep  off  bad  luck  or  to  insure  good  crops. 
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endure  the  heat.  The  schools  open  in  March  and  close  in  December.  They  have 
no  need  of  fires  in  Rio,  and  they  have  no  fireplaces  or  furnaces.  They  have  deli- 
cious fruits — bananas,  pineapples,  oranges,  mangoes,  mamao,  and  ever  so  many 
others — and  flowers  bloom  all  the  year  round.  The  children  do  not  eat  as  great  a 
variety  of  food  as  you  do;  they  eat  feijao  and  rice  twice  every  day,  and  most  of 
them  drink  coffee  three  times  a day.  Feijao  is  dried  beans  boiled  and  seasoned 
with  garlic  and  tomatoes.  It  is  eaten  with  rice,  and  the  Brazilian  children  love 
it  as  you  love  cake  and  hot  biscuits. 

Brazilian  children  are  attractive  and  lovable,  and  that  makes  one  more  sorry 
because  they  are  not  taught  the  Bible,  which  guides  the  conscience  and  awakens 
a love  for  truth. 

Thirty  years  ago  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  opened  a school  in  Rio  and 
had  good  success,  but  the  yellow  fever  broke  out  several  times,  and  the  mission- 
aries thought  it  wise  to  move  the  boarding  school  to  Juiz  de  Fora,  and  the  day 
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school  to  Petropolis.  But  in  1897  another  day  school  was  opened  in  Rio;  and 
although  it  has  been  moved  nine  times  because  it  has  had  to  be  held  in  a rented 
house,  and  the  priests  every  little  while  would  persuade  the  owners  not  to  let  the 
missionaries  remain  there  any  longer,  yet  it  has  lived  and  has  done  fine  work.  If  it 
had  not  been  a good  school,  people  would  not  have  sent  their  children  to  it,  because 
the  only  houses  that  the  missionaries  could  rent  were  inconvenient  and  not 
suited  for  a school,  although  the  rent  was  very  high.  In  the  jubilee  year  the 
foreign  missionary  women  of  our  Church  pledged  themselves  to  raise  $50,000  to 
buy  or  build  a girls’  school  in  Rio.  They  found  later  that  this  amount  would  not 
be  sufficient ; so  they  decided  to  raise  $100,000,  and  they  have  been  planning  and 
praying  ever  since  to  raise  that  money.  The  President  of  the  Woman’s  Mis- 
sionary Council,  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett,  and  Miss  M.  L.  Gibson,  Principal  of  the 
S'carritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  went  to  Rio  to  secure  property  and  came 


back  full  of  enthusiasm  for  the  new  school  and  eager  to  see  it  opened.  They 
have  a house  in  view  which  they  hope  the  Council  will  buy.  You  can  see  it  in 
the  picture  of  the  Botafogo  Bay  in  this  leaflet.  Rich  and  influential  people  will, 
send  their  children  to  a Protestant  school,  even  though  they  know  that  they  will 
have  to  study  the  Bible  and  learn  to  sing  hymns  and  because  they  know  too  that 
the  work  is  thorough  and  the  teachers  are  faithful  and  true. 

We  need  a first-class  school  in  a good  neighborhood,  ind  we  cannot  buy  the 
property  we  wish  for  less  than  $150,000.  If  the  Juniors  will  raise  $25,000  this 
year,  that  will  be  one-sixth  of  the  sum  needed.  Mrs.  Albright  says  that  you  can 
do  it.  What  do  you  say? 


